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Toyota Motor Corp. w¡ll establish ¡ts new Toyola Research lnst¡tute of North
Amer¡ca at ¡ts exist¡ng Ann Arbor facil¡t¡es this year and plans to spend $100 m¡ll¡on
on advanced research act¡v¡ty here over the next four years, the automaker
announced today.

The news comes as the Ann Arbor-based Toyota Techn¡cal Center. wh¡ch now
employs 1,000 people, prepares to move into its new $187 m¡llion facility in York
Township in lale summer. The new research inst¡tute will be localed in space
vacâted by the technical center.

Toyola already employs 35 researchers and staff that w¡ll comprise lhe new
research inslitute, said BrucE Brownlee, sen¡or execut¡ve adminislrator of external
atfahs for the têchn¡cal center. Another l0 resêarchers will be h¡red th¡s year and an
addit¡onal 20 by 2010.

"Easically ¡t will be collaborat¡ve research w¡th partnerships in North America with
universities and national labs," Brownlee sa¡d. "ThE areas we are really working on
are energy and the env¡ronment, mobility infrastructure ... and safety."

Toyota does not plan to add any additional facil¡l¡es to ¡ts 1oo-acre,500,000-
square-foot campus in norlh Ann Arbor, Brownlee said.

Toyotâ's new technical center in York Township ¡s set to open ¡n late summer.

Brownl€e sa¡d the compâny w¡ll move over half of ¡ts current 1,000 employees to
York Township, where eng¡nger¡ng design functions w¡ll bE concentraled. The rest
w¡ll remain at fac¡lities in Ann Arbor, wh¡ch will continue to focus on powerlrain
development and other eng¡neering activ¡t¡es,

The Toyota Techn¡cal Center is a d¡v¡sion of Toyota Motor Eng¡neer¡ng &
Manufactur¡ng North Amer¡ca, wh¡ch ¡tself is underneath the Japan-based Toyota
Motor Corp.

When Toyota announced ¡ts plan to build the new York Township technical center a
few years ago, the company employed 700 here and said ¡t planned to h¡re another
400 by the time the new fac¡lity opened in 2008. Brownlee sa¡d the company is still
on track to reach that goal.

The new research inst¡tule will be run by Noboru Kikuch¡, a mechanical engineer¡ng
professor at the University of Michigan who ¡s also a director of the Toyota Central
Research & Development Laborator¡es lnc. ¡n Japan,

Contact Stefanie Murray al smurray@annarbornews.com or 734-994-6932,
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